Demande de renseignements n° 3
d’Option consommateurs/Acef de l’Outaouais à Gazifère inc.

Demande relative au dossier tarifaire 2004-2005

concernant le document de Deloitte du 14 janvier 2005 intitulé:  

 “Review of Inter-Affiliate Technology Cost Allocations 

Related to EnVision”  (GI-4, Doc 7.6)

Dossier R-3537-2004

1. Reference:  GI-4, Doc 7.6, p 5 and p 8, Section 3.4

Questions:

1.1. Please describe the major costs related to EnVision that will be shared with EGD, and list EGD’s and Gazifère’s respective shares. 


1.2. Starting with WAMS, please delineate annual fees to Accenture and other capital and operating costs for 2005 and beyond.


1.3. During the Field Force Transformation (FFT) stage (Component 2 as defined on p 5), please describe the major costs related to EnVision that will be shared with EGD, and list EGD’s and Gazifère’s respective shares.


1.4. Please describe the additional communications costs that EnVision will incur? (E.g. cellular and network charges.)



2. Reference:  GI-4, Doc 7.6, p 8, Section 3.4

Questions:

2.1 Did the scope of review include only charges from EGD or did it address Gazifère’s in-house incremental Capital and Operating costs?

2.2 What are Gazifère’s incremental in-house annual costs for: (i) WAMS;
(ii) FFT; (iii) Capital costs related to replacement of the current field technology?

3 Reference:  GI-4, Doc 7.6

Question:


3.1 Will Gazifère require all its contractors to be EnVision ready and compatible in order to bid construction contracts?


3.2 How will this cost be passed on to Gazifère and its customers?

4 Reference:  GI-4, Doc 7.6, p. 8 Section 3.4

Questions:


4.1 Are the charges from EGD to be capitalized (i.e., added to rate base) or expensed? Please explain your rationale.

5 Reference:  GI-4, Doc 7.6, p 3, Section 2.2; p 11, Section 3.5

Question:


5.1  How will the Régie know if the charges to Gazifère meet the Régie’s three requirements (as set out in Section 2.2)? In particular, how can the Régie determine that the costs have been reasonably incurred?


5.2 Will Gazifère rely on EGD evidence filed at the OEB and on the OEB’s approval regarding prudence?


5.3 Please describe more fully how Gazifère will obtain approval for just and reasonable pricing to the Régie. 


5.4 Does Gazifère plan to provide the Régie with an annual estimate of costs, which will subsequently be trued-up, for example, by way of a variance account?

6 Reference:  GI-4, Doc 7.6


Question:

6.1 Is Gazifère asking for multi-year approval for EnVision or just 2005 costs? 


6.2 If Gazifère is seeking multi-year approval, please justify why such approval should be granted. Specifically, why should this project be different from others approved on a yearly basis?


7 Reference:  GI-4, Doc 7.6, p 12

Question:


7.1 When will the Benefit/Cost analysis referred to on page 12 (under Acceptance of EnVision Charges by the OEB) be available?


7.2 Will the Benefit/Cost analysis and the Service Level Agreement with EGD be filed before the Régie Decision concerning this proceeding?
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