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Anderson says federal government could use national stadrs‘

as a condition of funding to provinces on climate change

THE HILL TIMES
CanQda s Federal Envi-

ronment Minister David
Anderson says the federal
government could use
national standards as a con-
dition of funding to the
provinces - on climate
change.

Asked how the federal
government will be able to
realistically rely on the
provinces to voluntarily
cooperate in establishing
better building codes and
renewable energy portfolio
standards, Mr. Anderson
responded: “We’ve already
signed climate change
MOUs with PEL, Nunavut,
and Manitoba, and we are in
discussions with several
other provinces. But that
doesn’t mean we won't use
national standards as a con-
dition of funding, if the con-
ditions warrant such an
approach. We use it right
now with health care fund-
ing, and we could use it for
climate change, National
standards level the playing
field for everyone — busi-
ness, industry, manufactur-
ers, builders and consumers.
But first and foremost, we
want to work cooperafively.
As the saying goes, 'You get
more hees with honey than
vinegar.'l and my colleagues
will continue to discuss and
consult with our provincial
and territorial counterparts.
But regulating or legislating
national standards tied to
funding will remain an
option.”

Mr. Anderson (Victoria,
B.C.) also told The Hill
Times last week in an e-mail
interview that he thinks“it’s
only a matter of time”before
the U.S."rejoins the multilat-
eral effort to combat global
climate change.”

Said Mr. Anderson:
“There is a growing realiza-
tion in the U.S., and even
within the Republican Party,
that the United States has an
important role to play in
combating global climate
change, And even George
Bush Senior recognized this
fact when he signed the
United Nations Framework
Convention on. Climate
Change in 1992, Many indi-
vidual U.S. states realize this
and have introduced con-
crete measures to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions,
And there have been some
very determined efforts to
pass climate change legisla-
tion in the U.S. Congress.
While those efforts have

failed, they have attracted a
surprising amount of sup-
port and, therefore, I think
it’s only a matter of time
before the U.S. rejoins the
multitateral effort to combat
global climate change.”
Meanwhile, Mr. Ander-
son, who is an enthusiastic
supporter of the Kyoto Pro-
tocol and is on the record
saying he wants to leave
behind a legacy that future
generations inherit a
healthy environment, dis-
missed criticisms that he is
being out-muscled at the
Cabinet table by federal
Energy Minister John Efford
(Bonavista-Trinity-Concep-
tion, Nfld.), who is pushing
the nuclear industry and the
entire energy sector.
Recently, a public fight
erupted between Mr. Ander-
son and Mr. Efford over the
issue of imposing strict new
environmental standards on
car makers, Mr. Efford said
it was his job, not Mr. Ander-
son’s, to oversee fuel econo-
my standards and said it’s
unproductive to“deliver ulti-
matums” to the auto indus-

try.

Asked about the tussle
Mr. Anderson said: “I have
the greatest of respect for
Mr. Efford and we get along
just fine. I think what the
rnedia were seeing was my
impatience with the speed of
improvements to new vehi-
cle fuel efficiency, not a dis-
agreement with Mr, Efford.
We all want what's best for
the environment and for our
health. I think it’s just a mat-
ter of the pace of progress.

“Any decision on
whether to impose strict fuel
consumption standards on
vehicle manufacturers
would need to be a collective
decision by Ministers. Nat-
ural Resources Canada has
been leading consultations
with the automobile indus-
try for a new fuel efficiency
target since the fall of 2003.
This is an interdepartmental
effort. Industry Canada,
Environment Canada and
Transport Canada are alil at
the table. This gives us the
coordination we need to
work effectively with the
auto industry.”

Asked if Kyoto has
dropped off as a government
priority, Mr. Anderson said
the government is handling
a“pretty massive agenda of
issues,” including health
care, mad cow disease,
avian flu, domestic and
international security and

Canada’s recent deploy-
ments to Afghanistan and
Haiti.

The following is the Q&A
with Mr. Anderson on the
Kyoto Protocol.

Mr. Anderson, you often
describe climate change as
the “most serious, global
problem of the century.”
What solid action have you
taken on climate change
since your last inferview
with The Hill Times in Jan-
uary?

“The government has
made tremendous progress
over the past three months.
The Prime Minister has
anfiounced $1-billion in new
federal, provincial and
municipal funding for the
Toronto transit system. Use
of the transit system by
Torontonians is avoiding
more than eight megatonnes
of greenhouse gas emissions
per year. The government
has also announced funding
for a unique hydrogen high-
way in British Columbia.
Quite simply, let’s put the
infrastructure in place to
allow motorists to drive
from Vancouver to Whistler
using hydrogen power or
fuel cells.

“Another example is the
Ethanol Expansion Pro-
gram. In February, we com-
mitted $78-million under
this program to heip compa-
nies build seven new ethanol
plants across Canada. These
projects plan to increase
annual fuel ethanol produc-
tion by 750 million litres in
total, more than guadru-
pling Canadian supply. The
program builds on other
measures to support ethanol
such as the exemption of the
ethanol portion of ethanol-
gasoline blends from the
federal excise tax on gaso-
fine: Once the plants are
completed, this would pro-
vide enough ethanol for one
quarter of Canada’s gaso-
fine supply to be ethanol
blend.

“Another example is the
recently-launched One-
Tonne Challenge, through
which the Government of
Canada is engaging Canadi-
ans directly in climate
change action. With the sup-
port of a growing national
network of partnerships, the
Challenge  encourages
Canadians to reduce their
personal GHG emissions by
one tonne —— about 20 per
cent — and provides the
information and tools they

Photagraph by lake Wright, The il Times
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need to reduce emissions at
home, at work and on the
road, and to reach their one-
tonne goal. | encourage
everyone to visit the One-
Tonne Challenge website at
www.climatechange.gc.ca, or
call 1-800-O-Canada to find
out how they can take the
challenge.

“Finally, as of Jan. 1,
2004, reporting of green-
house gas emissions by
Jarge final emitters is
mandatory.

“All of these new initia-
tives dovetail nicely with
previous announcements,
and put Canada firmly on
the road to meeting its Kyoto
Protocol targets.”

Back in January, you told
The Hill Times you were
working on the details for
Canada to reach its targets.

What are the details?

“As I mentioned, Canada
has made a good start on
meeting its commitments.
Prime Minister Martin is
committed to achieving our
Kyoto goals in a way that
produces long-term and
enduring results while
maintaining a strong and
growing economy. He wants
this done in partnership
with the provinces and the
private sector. He has asked
all ministers to look for new
and exciting approaches to
deal with climate change.
These ideas will lead to a full
Cabinet discussion and ulti-
mately to consultations with
Canadians. This is in addi-
tion to the programs which
we have already funded and
announced.”

The International Energy

Agency recently reported
that higher energy prices
count far more than govern-
ment regufatory moves to
decrease consumption and
help stop global warming.
What do you think?

“Y agree with the Interna-
tional Energy Agency that
higher energy prices do lead
to lower consumption. The
more people pay for energy.
the more they will think
before turnihg down the
thermostat or think about
purchasing fuel efficient fur-

naces or cars. But higher
prices are just one aspect.
There are many other fac-
tors that come into play
including better building
codes, improved new vehicle
fuel efficiency, and improved
energy efficiency standards

Continued on Page 22
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Anderson says national standards will ‘level the playing

‘But first and foremost, we want to work cooperatively,” says Environment Minister Anderson
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Contimied from Page 19

for appliances, among oth-
ers.”

Last month, Alberta’s Envi-
ronment Minister Lorne
Taylor said Ottawa is begin-
ning to warm to Alberta’s
position on global warming
and the Kyoto accord, this
after receiving a letter from
federal officials promising
cooperation with Alberta in
setting standards for emis-
sions reporting. Is this true?

“Well, I'm always happy
to have help! We have
agreed that emissions
reporting is a key element in
our Kyoto plan, and it only
makes good business sense
to have a common standard
across the country. This will
encourage openness and
transparency in our report-
ing. Canadians need and
want one, clear, easy-to-
understand system for emis-
sions reporting. The federal,
provincial and territorial
governments will continue
ta collaborate in developing
a harmonized, ‘single-win-

dow, domestic mandatory
reporting system, and to
implement it in an orderly
manner. This will help to
ensure that a fully devel-
oped and tested system that
meets the reporting needs of
all jurisdictions and the pub-
lic is introduced in Canada.

“Consultations on further
development of a harmo-
nized, ‘single-window,’
mandatory GHG reporting
system will continue
through federal-provincial-
territorial management,
with input from industry
and other stakeholders.

“I welcome Mr, Taylor’s
cooperation and assistance
in establishing these stan-
dards. I think all Canadians
and the business community
will benefit from this coop-
eration.”

The Canadian Vehicle Man-
ufacturers Association said
recently that it is “a huge,
huge challenge” to redesign
cars, trucks, minivans and
sport utility cars by 2010, so
they will burn 25 per cent
less gasoline than they did

in 2000. What’s your take on
this?

“There’s no question this
is a challenge, and it's obvi-
ous it’s not going to happen
overnight, but there’s plenty
of evidence from the car-
makers themselves that this
is a challenge we can meef.

“Look at the efficiency of
some of the vehicles already
on the road. Natural
Resources (anada has
annual Office of Energy
Efficiency EnerGuide
Awards for the most fuel-
efficient vehicles for the
model year, We also have the
gas-electric hybrid Toyota
Prius, for example. It’s high-
ly efficient, and has been
getting great reviews from
automotive journalists as
well, 1 can second those
reviews; my official caris a
Prius. Honda also offers
hybrid models, and other
manufacturers will be intro-
ducing hybrid models of
their own in the near future.
And let’s not forget the sub-
stantial invesiment many
automakers have made in
the promising field of fuel

cell technology.

“You know, if you look
back to the 1970s, yow’ll see
the auto industry raised the
same kinds of concerns
about government initiatives
to control emissions from
new vehicles. They said it
couldn’t be done, they said it
would be too expensive, yet
we have seen that innova-
tion and new technologies
made it possible to meet the
challenge in a very cost-
effective manner.

“S0, when it comes to
improving fuel efficiency by
25 per cent, I think the Cana-
dian Vehicle Manufacturers
Association may be under-
estimating the ingenuity and
entrepreneurial spirit of its
members. | have great confi-
dence that car makers will
rise to meet the challenge,
just as they did after the
1973 oil embargo.

“Another important fac-
tor to bear in mind is that
there are many highly popu-
lated countries that do not
have domestic oil supplies,
and they desperately need
fuel efficient vehicles. Coun-

tries like China and India
can be major new markets
for these vehicles. And,
finally, led by California,
many American states are
looking for more efficient
cars, as is Canada. The chal-
lenge for groups like the
Canadian Vehicle Manufac-
turers Association is to seize
the opportunities and
become part of the solution”

You recently predicted the
U.S. will rejoin the Kyoto cli-
mate treaty because of
growing realization that its
own national security is at
stake. Can you elaborate?
“There is a growing real-
ization in the U.S., and even
within the Republican Party,
that the United States has an
important role to play in
combating global climate
change. And even George
Bush Sr. recognized this fact
when he signed the United
Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change
in 1992. Many individual
U.S. states realize this and
have introduced concrete
measures to reduce green-

house gas emissions. And
there have been some very
determined efforts to pass
climate change legislation in
the U.S. congress. While
those efforts have failed,
they have atfracted a sur-
prising amount of support
and, therefore, I think it’s
only a matter of lime before
the U.S, rejoins the multilat-
eral effort to combat global
climate change.”

How do the extra responsi-
bilities yow've been given as
Canada’s Environment Min-
ister under Prime Minister
Paul Martin — Parks Cana-
da, Infrastructure Canada,
CMHC and the Canada
Lands Company — better
ensure that future genera-
tions inherit a healthy envi-
ronment, which is the lega-
cy you said you want to
feave behind?

“I now have responsibili-
ty for a very diverse portfo-
lio — everything from the
CN Tower to the smallest lit-
tle marmot. The environ-

Contimied on Page 23
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Together We Can Make a Difference in Reducing

Vehicle Manuf

Association canadienne des constructeurs de véhicules

Greenhouse Gases from Personal Transportation

C1LEAN VERICLE FACTS

in the world.

emission standards.

WE RE PROVIDING THE HARDWARE

Canada’s largest automakers, DaimlerChrysler, Ford and General Motors now offer and are
bringing o market a wide variety of clean, fuel efficient cars and light trucks, to allow
consumers to balance life-style needs wich the need to reduce emissions and fuel coasumption.

« Vehicle manufacturers supply vehicles thar meer the most stringent national emission srandards

« Starting in 2004, both cars and light trucks, including SUVs, will meer the same stringent

* Smog causing emissions from vehicles have been reduced up to 99%.

WE ALL PrOVIDE THE COMMITMENT

Dvivers have a key role ro play in reducing greenhouse gas emissions from the use of cheir cars

and trucks. The more you deive, the more fuel consumed and that means more greenhouse

gases. So what can you do o help?

« When purchasing a new vehicle, consult the fuel consumption informacion on the EnerGuide
Label or in the Fuel Consumption Guide avaitable ac your dealership or online ac

www.osenrcan.ge.calvehicles.
+ Choices such as 1) using your air conditioner less and 2) driving ar the speed limic can each

reduce your fuel consumption by up to 20%
« Don't idle your vehicle unnecessarily. Idling wastes fuel and increases emissions

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT!

Today's vehicles are so clean that simply painting a room in your home with a one gallon can of
interior warer-based paint emits more smog causing emissions than driving a spart urlivy
vehicle* from Toronro to Vancouver and back!

‘WHAT WE'RE DOING TO ADDRESS GHG’s
Greenhouse gases have a ot to do wich the rype and quantiry of fuel burned.

» CVMA members afready produce many vehicle models powered by alcernative fuels, such as
Natural Gas, Propane and Ethanol.
« Canada’s automakers are applying advanced technology to ensure thar gasoline internal

combustion engines operate as efficiently as possible

« Hybrid gasoline-electric vehicles are entering the market in increasing numbers

« For the longer term, fuel cell and hydrogen powered vehicles are being developed and tested
that offer the potential of climinaring GHG vehicle emissions altagerher.

DAtk e CHEYSEER

ot

“Tier 7. bin S cceified vehicle

* Use your vehicle wisely! Walk, ride your hike, take public transir, carpool, and consolidate your
trips to reduce the number of trips you take in your car. Sounds simple doesn't ie?

+ Keep yous vehicle properly maintained, including che tires, A poorly mainmined vehicle can
use up (o 50% more fuel meaning — you guessed it — 50% more CO2 emissions rhan one rhat
is praperly maincined. Tmproperly inflaced tires can also increase fuel use CO2 emissions by
an cighrh of a onne

+ All vehicles sold in Canada can now run an a mixtare of up o 10% erhanol. The fedenl
government has noted that if all gasoline was blended with ethanol, we could reduce
greenhouse gases by 5 million ronnes per year - which is the same as raking 125,000 mid-size
cars off the road!

Canada’s auto industry is committed to improving the fuel economy of its products and to

reducing greenhouse gas emissions, while continuing to provide alt of the safety and

functionality that consumers expect. We also know that we need 10 fead by example and
that is why CVMA members are each reminding their thousands of employces on Earth

Day to consider stepping up to the onc tonne challenge and make a difference in their own

driving habits.

For more informnrioq, consult www.climatechange.ge.ca for your guide to the One-Tonne
- Chaflenge to find out'what else you can do.
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Canada will need new reliable sources of power generation

“We will need a comprehensive electricity strategy that includes aggressive energy conservation’

Continued from Page 22

ment portfolio now includes
the Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation; Infra-
structure Canada; the Cana-
da Lands Company; Parks
Canada; and Queen’s Quay.
That means key federal land
activities will now take
place with a strong environ-
mental orientation. That
means that key federal pres-
ence in urban areas will now
ensure a strong environ-
mental lens. It is a responsi-
bility 1 take very seriously. 1
am working with my col-
leagues to create the eco-
norttic, regulatory and socie-
tal conditions for the benefit
of our children and grand-
children.”

You may not have noticed,
but since your last interview
with The Hill Times pub-
lished Jan. 19-25, scientists
have been busy writing let-
ters to The Hill Times still
debating the science of cli-
mate change and green-
house gas emissions. Some
scientists say the planet reg-

ularly gets into ice ages and
warm ages, and is absolute-
Iy certain to continue the
cycles, What do you think?

“Sir David King, the chief
scientific adviser to the Gov-
ernment of the United King-
dom, puts it bluntly; ‘Cli-
mate change is real” Not,
‘maybe.’ Not, ‘sort of'. ‘It's
real’

“Dr. Thomas Karl of the
United States National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, and Dr.
Kevin Trenberth of the U.S.
National Centre for Atmos-
pheric Research have sum-
marized the scientific con-
sensus on the causes of that
reality very succinctly:
“There is no doubt the com-
position of the atmosphere
is changing because of
human activities, and today
greenhouse gases are the
largest human influence on
global climate.”

“Not, ‘could be'. Not, ‘we
think.“No doubt’

“This conclusion echoes
those made by the U.S.
Academy of Science, the
Royal Society of both Cana-

da and the United Kingdom,
as well as 15 other national
academies of science
around the world. So let’s
just say that the science is
clear, and we are well
beyond the time to act.”

You continue to get ham-
mered by some scientists
and newspaper columnists,
most notably in the Nation-
al Post, for your statement
that “the case for action on
climate change is com-
pelling and increases with
every new scientific study”
Critics say you and the gov-
ernment are leading Canada
into “a dangerous and mas-
sive uber-state [Elizabeth
Nickson/National Post
March 19]. What’s your
response? Are you hysteri-
cal about Kyoto?

“I am always amused at
the slightly libertarian posi-
tions taken by many colum-
nists in the National Post. I
often wonder what a debate
between Ms. Nickson and
NDP Leader Jack Layton
would be like. Mr. Layton
says we aren’t doing enough

and Ms. Nickson says we
are moving too fast. So
which is it? Frankly, if the
left and the right are upset
with us, I guess we are going
a pretty good job on the
environment that the major-
ity of Canadians support. As
for the National Post, there
are several columnists who
are in a state of denial about
climate change. I think it’s
obvious to most independ-
ent observers that the
National Post has to take
strident stands in order to
attract readers.”

You want to be the ‘champi-
on’ of the Kyoto Protocol,
and Energy Minister John
Efford wants to be the
‘champion’ of the nuciear
industry and the entire sec-
tor. Don’t the two conflict?
And who in the end has
more influence at the Cabi-
net table?

“Nuclear energy is part
of Canada’s energy mix.
Nonetheless, in the jonger
term, achieving the Prime
Minister’s goal for a pros-
perous economy that can

achieve our Kyoto target
and beyond, will require us
to introduce new sources of
power generation that are
truly reliable, safe and cli-
mate-friendly. In my view,
this means we will need a
comprehensive electricity
strategy that includes
ageressive energy conserva-
tion measures and substan-
tial use of renewable energy.
Such a strategy will ensure a
modern and forward-look-
ing electricity system for the
21st century while achieving
our climate change and air
quality goals”

A public fight recently
erupted between yourself
and Mr. Efford over the
issue of imposing strict new
environmental standards on
car makers. Mr. Efford said
it’s his job, not yours, to
oversee fuel economy stan-
dards, and said it’s unpro-
ductive to “deliver ultima-
tums”to the auto industry. Is
Mr. Efford right?

“I have the greatest of
respect for Mr. Efford and
we get along just fine. I think

what the media was seeing
was my impatience with the
speed of improvements to
new vehicle fuel efficiency,
not a disagreement with Mr,
Efford. We all want what's
best for the environment
and for our health. [ think
it's just a matter of the pace
of progress.

“Any decision on
whether to impose strict fuel
consumption standards on
vehicle manufacturers
would need to be a collective
decision by Ministers. Nat-
ural Resources Canada has
been leading consultations
with the automobile indus-
try for a new fuel efficiency
target since the fall of 2003.
This is an interdepartmental
effort. Industry Canada,
Environment Canada and
Transport Canada are all at
the table. This gives us the
coordination we need to
work effectively with the
auto industry.”

Paul Martin said back in
2002 that he would use the

Continued on Page 24

Canada’s transmission pipeline operators take their jobs seriously. They are dedicated to
ensuring Canada’s pipeline industry remains competitive, while emphasizing public safety,
pipeline integrity, social and environmental stewardship and cost competitiveness.

Canada’s transmission pipeline industry, operating more than 100,000 kilometres of pipeline
across the country, was one of the first supporters of Canada's Climate Change Voluntary
Challenge and Registry (VCR) in 1995. Since then our industry has taken concrete action to
fimit the growth of greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) from the transmission pipeline network
in Canada — a network which has expanded considerably since our initial commitment.

The Canadian Energy Pipefine Association (CEPA) and its member companies are managing
emissions produced by our operations and are contributing to the deveiopment of national
climate change solutions that meet Canada‘s environmental and economic objectives.
Our association has just released its ninth report to the VCR, detailing transmission
pipeline GHG emissions and actions on climate change during 2002, and outlining our
challenges and positions on this important issue.

Canadian Energy Pipefine Association

Association canadienne de pipelines d'énergie

David Maclnnis President
1650, 801 - 6th Avenue S.W.
Calgary, Alberta Canada T2P 3W2
Telephone: (403) 221-8777 Fax: (403) 221-8760

A copy of CEPA's Ninth Report to Canada’s Climate Change VCR is available at
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Anderson says there’s no secrecy on bottom-line numbers

But emissions targets are currently being negotiated in secret between government and industry

Continued fiom Page 23

sale of Petro Canada {now
$2-billion] to fight global
warming by spending it on
new technologies, to reduce
emissions. But it turns out
the recent budget only allo-
cated $200-million to be

technologies this year and
the other $800-million has
been vaguely allocated, and
won’t begin to flow until
2006. Is that good enough?
“These are ample
resources to do a lot of
progress. Budget 2003 com-
mitted some $2.7-billion in

new spending over five
years on the environment
and to help meet our Kyoto
targets. In fact, we haven't
identified the entire project
spending from that budget.
An additional $200-million
from the proceeds of the sale
of our Petro Canada shares

will be a welcome addition
to that funding. Of course
we will need to make further
investments in the future to
both continue to reduce our
emissions, and develop the
new technologies that we
will need for the long term.

spent on environmental

Climate Change, Arctic Realities, and
Ottawa’s Agenda

By Sheila WattCloutier

An assessment of the impacts of
global climate change in the
circumpolar Arctic will be
presented in November 2004 to
ministers of foreign affairs of the
eight Arctic states—Canada,
Denmark, Finland, lceland,
Norway, Russia, Sweden and the
United States. Russia and the
United States~holdouts on
ratification of the Kyoto Profocol
to the UN Framework Convenfion
on Climate Change—will be
presented with compelling
evidence of the impacts of
human-induced climate change in
their back yards. Lacking its own
naﬁonai or northern assessment
and accused by some of making-
up climate change policy "on the
fly," Canada will also be pressed

fo respond.

Involving more than 250 scientisis
from 15 countries and
representatives of the region’s
indigenous peoples, the draft
conclusions of this assessment,
already circulating on the web,

are compelling.

By the middle fo the end of the
century deplefion of sea-ice in

Summer will leave only a remnant

around the North Pole, pushing
polar bears, walrus, and some
species of seals toward extinction.
Inuit hunt these species, exercising
constitutionally protected rights in
land claims agreements, and
human rights defined in
infernational conventions and
political declarations. With the
disappearance of the animals they
hunt, Inuit too face extinction as a

hunfing culture.

How should Canada
respond to the Arciic
assessment?

1. Recognize that in the North,
climate change is first and
foremost a human and cultural

issue, and secondarily an

environmental matfer;

2. Invite Inuit into the heart of
Canada’s foreign policy on i
climate change. Who better to
make the Canadian case for
reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions internationally than
Invit—proud Canadians
disproportionately impacted by
this global phenomena; and

3. Put in place a research, policy,
and action strategy, mirroring the
successful Northern Contaminants
Programme, fo equip northern
Indigenous peoples adapt to the

effects of climate change.

Sheila Wat-Cloutier is the elected
Chair of the Inuit Circumpolar
Conference

(see www.Inuitcircumpolar.com)
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This insert was supporied by the Waler and Duncan Gordon Foundotion,

NDP Leader Jack Layton
said this ilfustrates that
Canada is “going nowhere
1o meet our Kyoto commit-
ment,” and that this was a
missed opportunity. David
Suzuki said the recent fed-
eral hudget illustrates the
PM has “failed to make a
serious commitment to
clean up the environment”
becaunse the government is
too focused on cleaning up
its own political scandal. So
is Kyoto deader than Abe
Lincoln as National Post
columnist Colby Cosh has
written?”

“The government has a
concrete plan which it is not
only announcing, but also
putting money into those
commitments, budget after
budget. The government has
committed some $5-billion
to the environment and cli-
mate change over the past
five years. T think that con-
stitutes a serious commit-
ment to the environment.”

The single largest element,
by far, in the federal govern-
ment’s Kyoto plan (Climate
Change Plan for Canada,
November 2002) is the sys-
tern of emissions targets and
emissions trading for “large
final emitters” (large indus-
trial facilities). In your
March 29 testimony to the
House Environment Com-
mittee, you acknowledged
the existence of some
potential loopholes in that
system, which would result
in the system significantly
delivering fewer reductions
than the government has
committed to. What are you
going to do to ensure those
loopholes are closed?

“My remarks were in the
context of a useful presenta-
tion by the Pembina Institute
that focused on the potential
for double-counting of emis-
sion reductions. The issue
arises because we are using
a range of different
approaches to achieve emis-
sion reductions - the large
final emitters system, regu-
latory approaches, incentive
programs — and we need to
make sure these different
programs take account of
each other. I will be working
closely with the Minister of
Natural Resources and other
colleagues Lo ensure that
these programs fit together
as planned, and that there is
no double-counting”

The environmental per-
formance of the “large final
emitters” policy will depend
critically on how tough the
emissions targets for indus-
try are, But those emissions
targets are currently being

negotiated in  secret
between the government
and industry. Given that
Parliamentarians are going
to he asked to approve the
policy when the enabling
legislation is tabled as early
as this fall, shouldn’t there
be more openness about the
numbers?

“There is no secrecy
about the bottom-line num-
bers. The Climate Change
Plan was clear that the large
emitters are being asked to
reduce by 55 megatonnes
(MT) from business-as-usual
levels, and the government
has not deviated from that
target — 55MT amounts to
about a 15 per cent reduc-
tion. Natural Resources
Canada has a variety of dis-
cussion papers on their web-
site addressing various tech-
nical aspects of getting to
that target and inviting com-
ments from Canadians.”

In the transportation sector,
the single largest element of
the federal government’s
Kyoto plan in terms of emis-
sion reductions is increased
use of public transit and
alternative transportation,
Some 18 months have
passed since that plan was
published, yet the federal
government has barely
begun to announce the
investments in transit need-
ed to achieve the emission
reductions laid out in the
plan. When is the govern-
ment going to move signifi-
cantly on this key item?

“The Prime Minister just
announced $1-billion in
funding from the federal,
provincial and municipal
governments for the Toronto
transit system. Use of the
transit system by Torontoni-
ans is avoiding more than
eight megatonnes of green-
house gas emissions per
year.

“Then there is the
Ethanol Expansion Program
which we announced in Feb-
ruary. The Government com-
mitted $78-million under
this program to help compa-
nies build seven new ethanol
plants across Canada. These
projects plan to increase
annual fuel ethanol produc-
tion by 750 million litres in
total, more than quadru-
pling Canadian supply. This
would provide enough
ethanol for one quarter of
Canada’s gasoline supply to
be ethanol blend. That will
mean cleaner and more
environmentally friendly
fuels. As well, the Prime
Minister and T announced
federal funding for the

Continued on Page 27
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Hydrogen Highway in
British Columbia just last
month to encourage the
commercial development of
fuel cell technology.

“We are also working
with Canadians to reduce
transportation-related emis-
sions. We support communi-
ty-based programs across
Canada to raise awareness
of how our transportation
choices impact our environ-
ment, and we promote better
commuting practices and
better driving habits. The
Personal Vehicle Program
provides Canadian
motorists with helpful tips
on buying, driving and
maintaining their vehicles to
reduce fuel consumption
and greenhouse gas emis-
sions. We remind Canadians
that when shopping for a
new vehicle, to ook for the
EnerGuide label found on
all new passenger cars,
light-duty vans, pickup
trucks and special purpose
vehicles. The Marketing Effi-
cient Vehicles Initiative helps
ensure Canadians have the
information they need to
make the best environmen-
tal choice when buying a
new car ortruck”

In your March 29 festi-
mony to the House Environ-
ment Commniitee, you spoke
of a“national renewable
energy strategy that
includes aggressive national
targets for the production of
renewable energy over the
next decade.” Minister
Efford made no reference to
such a strategy in his inter~
view with The Hill Times
published April 5. Can you
tell us more about what you
have in mind here?

“Canada has significant
renewable energy potential,
particularly wind, geother-
mal, biomass and wave/tidal.
We have a production incen-
tive for wind power. This pro-
gram could be expanded and
incentives should also be
considered for other rencw-
able energy sources of elec-
tricity. In addition, consider-
ation should be given to pro-
viding incentives for using
renewable energy, such as
ground source heat pumps
and solar panels, for heating
and cooling residential and
commercial buildings.

“The United Kingdom
wants 10 per cent of total
sales from electricity suppli-
ers to come from renew-
ables by 2010. Germany
wants to double the share of
energy from renewables to
12.5 per cent by 2010. Aus-
tralia has a mandatory

renewable energy target of
12.5 per cent by 2010. Fol-
lowing completion of its
green power in Canada
workshop series, Pollution
Probe is recommending that
Canada adopt a target of 10
per cent low impact renew-
able energy for 2010.

“It is estimated that full
implementation of currently
planned provincial and terri-
torial  initiatives for
increased use of renewable
energy will result in about
five per cent of total electric-
ity generation in 2010. Sev-
eral new provincial initia-
tives could increase this to
over seven per cent. While
some of the current assump-
tions may be optimistic,
some provinces and territo-
ries have yet to set clear
goals for increased use of
renewable energy.”

The federal government’s
Kyoto plan outlines more
than 30 separate policy ini-
tiatives, every single one of
which must be implemented
if we are to achieve the
emission reductions needed
to comply with the Kyoto
Protocol. And the beginning
of the Kyoto compliance
period, January, 2008, is fast
approaching. Yet in several
cases, like the commitment
to achieve a 25 per cent
improvement in new vehicle
fuel efficieney, the target of
10 per cent of new electrici-
ty eapacity from emerging
renewable sources, and fed-
eral investment in public
transit, the government has
not yet taken significant
implementation steps. Why
the lack of urgeney?

“I don’t think there’s a
lack of urgency. We have
made almost a dozen
announcements over the
past three months on cli-
mate change and the envi-
ronment. But let's not forget
that we have a pretty mas-
sive agenda of issues to deal
with including health care,
mad cow disease, avian flu,
domestic and international
security and our recent
troop deployments to
Afghanistan and Haiti,
When you look at the broad-
er picture, 1 would say we
are doing a pretty good job
on the environment and cli-
mate change.”

Key parts of the federal gov-
ernment’s Kyoto plan, like
better building codes and
renewable energy portfolio
standards, can only be
implemented by provinces.
You will not realistically be
able to count purely on the
voluntary cooperation of
the provinees. So what are

you going to do to ensure
that provinces take the
actions that are needed?
“That’s a really good
point. We obviously will want
to work with partners at all
ievels on a voluntary basis
and we have a lot of progress
to show with that approach.
We've aiready signed climate

change memorandums of
understanding (MOUs) with
PFE.1, Nunavut, and Manito-
ba, and we are in discussions
with several other provinces.
But that doesn’t mean we
won't use national standards
as a condition of funding, if
the conditions warrant such
an approach. We use it right

now with health care fund-
ing, and we could use it for
ciimate change. National
standards level the playing
field for everyone: business,
industry, manufacturers,
builders and consumers. But
tirst and foremost we want to
work cooperatively. As the
saying goes, ‘You get more

hees with honey than vine-
gar’} and my colleagues will
continue to discuss and con-
sult with our provincial and
territorial counterparts. But
regulating or legislating
national standards tied to
funding will remain an
option.”
The Hill Times
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