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Resume of Dr. Zak El-Ramly, P.Eng. 

Work Experience

ZE PowerGroup Inc.

1994 – Present
President

· ZE PowerGroup is a consulting firm specializing in electricity deregulation and competitive strategy for emerging markets. Dr. El-Ramly leads a group of technical staff and seasoned industry associates in variety of comprehensive projects. The group is active in regulatory consulting and intervention, active management and implementation of electricity trading and risk management, operationalization of new competitive business functions and trade and risk software development.

Powerex

(British Columbia Power Exchange Corporation, subsidiary of BC Hydro)

1993 - 1995

Executive Vice-president, Marketing

· Responsible for sales, long-term contract negotiation and resource acquisition and for managing daily activities. As one of the early executives credited for the development and structuring of Powerex and its trading operation.

1990 - 1993

Vice President, Development

· Responsible for the development of corporate direction to enhance the business. Led the developed a short-term electricity market, the Power Exchange Operation (PEO).

BC Hydro

(British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority)

· Held several key managerial positions related to various utility functions. He lead the development of many innovative programs and policies some of which were modeled by other utilities in North America and abroad, most notably being the Power Smart program, wheeling policies and an application for a rate overhaul.

1991 - 1993

Manager, Business Development, Resource Management

· Development of corporate policies related to energy trade (in key areas such as rate strategy, wheeling and exchanges with other suppliers). Negotiating complex contracts. Responsible for the development of a BC Hydro innovative system of unbundled rates referred to as the Industrial Rate Proposal

1989 - 1991

Manager, Policy Development, Corporate & Environmental

· Development of corporate policies related to energy transactions. Led the developed of one of the first leading edge wheeling policies in North America.
1988 - 1989

Manager, Rates & Forecasting

· Personnel and resource management of Rates, Load Research and Forecasting groups.

1985 - 1988

Marketing Manager, Residential & Commercial Energy

· Market program development, program implementation and providing general technical support for all marketing activities. Spearheaded the development of the demand side management program known internationally as Power Smart.

1983 -1985

Projects Supervisor, Energy Management Division

1981 -1985

Supervisor, HVAC Section Energy Conservation Division

1979 -1981

Energy Services Systems Engineer, Energy Conservation

1977 -1979

HVAC Engineer, Energy Conservation Division

Prior to Joining BC Hydro

1964 -1977

Teaching, research, graduate studies and worked overseas.

Memberships

1995 -1998

Honorary President of the Power Marketing Association 


1995 -1996
Member of the New York Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX) Electricity Advisory Group for the development of NYMEX electricity futures

1994 -1995

Executive member of the Western Systems Power Pool (WSPP)

1994 -1995

Member of the Northwest Electric Light and Power Association 

1977 -present

Member of the Association of Professional Engineers of BC

1977 -1995
Member American Society of Heating, Refrigeration, and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHREA), BC Chapter. Held several executive positions and was president from 1987-1990

Regulatory Involvement

British Columbia
Heritage Contract, Stepped Rate and Transmission Access

Assisted an Independent Power Producer in proposing the only alternative to BC Hydro’s Heritage Contract application.

BC Hydro Wheeling Rate for Distributed Generation Application

Intervened to establish a fair and reasonable wheeling rate for distributed generation in the BC Hydro service territory; established rate fully mirrored ZEPG’s recommendations.

Energy Policy Support

Provided recommendations and reviewed drafts in the development of a Regional Competitive Energy Policy. This includes developing submission and making presentations before regulatory committee and policy makers. 

BC Hydro Wholesale Transmission Service Application
Intervened, participated, cross-examined and prepared final arguments 

WKP Transmission Applications

Intervened, participated, cross-examined and prepared final arguments on behalf of Columbia Basin Trust
WKP Access Principles Application
Intervened, participated, cross-examined, prepared expert testimony and prepared final arguments on behalf of Columbia Basin Trust.

West Kootenay Power Ltd. Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for 230 kV System Development 
Provided technical support and analysis to legal counsel during the hearing process.
BC Hydro Rate 1848 – Real Time Pricing (RTP)
Consultant to the Electro-Chemicals Industry in BC, namely BC Chemicals, CXY Chemicals and Sterling Pulp Chemicals.
Industrial Rate Proposal 1992
Policy witness for BC Hydro.
BC Hydro/WKP Long Term Power Purchase Contract

Expert witness for BC Hydro. 

Quebec

Request of Approval of the 2002-2011 Hydro-Quebec Supply Plan (R-3470-2001)
Assisted a coalition of large industrials in their intervention before the Quebec Regulatory Agency to ensure that their interests were not overlooked during recent developments in the Quebec market place.

Expert Testimony of Dr. Zak El-Ramly in the Establishment of General Regulatory Principles for Setting and Applying Transmission Tariffs, to be set in Future Hearings
This is ZEPG's testimony in the regulatory debate to set Hydro Québec's transmission tariffs. Dr. El-Ramly’s testimony, and ZEPG's submissions, thus far, has been influential in facilitating Régie decisions. Dr. El-Ramly has been working in the Quebec market for close to two years and is considered one of the principal experts in the region.

Expert Testimony on the Application Relating to the Hydro Québec Proposal for Determining the Conditions of Establishing and Implementing Price Rates for Supplying Electricity

The report represents the Expert Witness Testimony in Hydro Québec's application aimed at opening up the system. As a result of ZEPG's success in this process a coalition of Quebec industrials and power producers retained ZEPG to develop later submissions in the ongoing regulatory process.

Alberta
Section 42 and End-User Choice

Represented the Cities of Calgary, Lethbridge and Red Deer on the Advisory Subcommittee 

Market Power in a Deregulated Alberta Market

The report is a comprehensive study of market power in the Alberta Power Pool including recommendation for mitigation of market power and the enhancement of competition. A fully detailed and comprehensive report was made available to the market stakeholders and a condensed report was made available to the public. The report was critical in facilitating market power discussion in the province and forwarding of methodology to mitigate market power in the province and create market liquidity. 

Retail Access Model

This report was a comprehensive study of the elements of retail access models and the development of retail access implementation considerations with regional and local impacts. The report was written to try and develop alternatives to the mandatory pool model that existed for discussion with the government. This was part of ZEPG's ongoing effort, on behalf of the municipal utilities, to try and affect market reform.

Coordination and Negotiations towards Regional Integration 

In the mid-1990s, Alberta utilities and BC Hydro attempted to coordinate activities to enhance the embedded benefits of their markets and to take advantage of the regional integration within the WSCC. BC and Alberta developed interconnections and trade agreements that allowed the two entities to equitably share the benefits of market integration based on the value added by their resources to the transaction. Dr El-Ramly, ZEPG was involved in these coordination’s and negotiations as a senior executive with BC Hydro and Powerex during that period. 

California

California Public Utilities Commission Hearing into the California restructuring

Represented Powerex. CPUC requested that Dr. El-Ramly also act as an expert witness. Dr. El-Ramly was a key witness before the CPUC and CEC in the development of the California market and helped steer California away from a mandatory power pool.
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Proceedings for the Approval of the ISO and Power Exchange and IOUs’ 

Intervener.


