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Demande de renseignements de la Régie de l’énergie (la Régie) relative à la demande d’ajustement des tarifs de  tarifs  de Gazifère Inc.
à compter du 1er janvier 2008
RÉPARTITION DES HAUSSES TARIFAIRES
1. Références :
(i)
Pièce B-22-Ajustement subséquent aux tarifs en vigueur résultant


de la décision D-2007-130 – ajustement du coût du gaz;

(ii)
Décision D-2007-130, pages 20 et 21.
Préambule : 

Référence (i) :

Pour récupérer l’augmentation des charges de livraison du Tarif 200 de Enbridge Gas Distribution (EGD), Gazifère ajuste chaque palier d’un tarif par une augmentation uniforme des taux unitaires.
To recover the increase in delivery charges under EGD’s Rate 200, Gazifère adjusts each block of a same rate with a uniform unit rate increase. 

Référence (ii) :

Pour éviter une augmentation de l’intrafinancement entre les différents paliers d’un même tarif, la Régie approuve la méthode de répartition uniforme des hausses tarifaires proposée par Gazifère, soit l’ajustement de chaque palier d’un tarif par un pourcentage d’augmentation uniforme, calculé pour chaque classe tarifaire sur la base du changement en pourcentage de la portion variable des revenus requis.

To avoid increases in the intra-class subsidization, the Régie approved Gazifère’s proposal that is, to adjust its blocked delivery rates by a uniform percentage increase which would be determined on a rate class basis.  The adjustment by rate class is determined by taking the change in variable revenue requirement as a percentage of the existing variable revenue requirement.

Demande :
1.1 Veuillez expliquer pourquoi Gazifère n’applique pas la méthode de répartition des hausses tarifaires approuvée par la décision D-2007-130 pour répartir la hausse des charges de livraison du Tarif 200 d’EGD entre les différents paliers d’un même tarif.
Please explain why Gazifère is not using the methodology approved in decision D-2007-130 to allocate the increases in the delivery charges of EGD’s Rate 200 between the different blocks of a same rate.  
Answer 1.1:

Gazifère’s proposal to increase the blocked delivery charges by a uniform percentage increase was intended to only adjust the recovery of Gazifère’s distribution costs or delivery revenue requirement.  

Gazifère has not proposed to follow the same methodology for its upstream (transportation, load balancing, commodity) costs for the reasons discussed below.  The load balancing/transportation rates are designed independently from the delivery rates.  These rates recover load balancing and transportation related costs charged to Gazifère for service under Enbridge Gas Distribution’s Rate 200.   As outlined in exhibit GI-27, document 3, page 1 of 1, Gazifère’s load balancing/transportation rates are based on the results of the fully allocated cost study.  This ensures costs are recovered in a fair and equitable manner.  The rates are determined by taking the total allocated gas costs by rate class divided by the total delivery volume by rate class and are recovered on a straight volumetric basis. For ease of administration, billing and customer understanding, Gazifère adds the per unit load balancing/transportation rates to each block of its delivery blocking rate structure.  This yields the same outcome as if these rates were stand alone.  

Adjusting the load balancing/transportation rates by a uniform percentage increase would alter the manner in which Gazifère currently recovers its load balancing/transportation costs and could result in under recovery of gas costs if customers consumption is more than budget.  The Company’s proposal to continue to add a uniform unit rate adjustment for the recovery of load balancing/transportation costs to each of its blocked delivery rates ensures that Gazifère will remain revenue neutral in the recovery of its gas costs.
