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are strong, and choosing a phone with a low specific energy absorption rate (SAR) value quoted by the manufacturer. 
Exposures from devices held further away from the body such as wireless-enabled laptop computers, and transmitter masts 
in the community are very much lower than those from mobile phones and community or individual measures to reduce 
exposures are not necessary.

Whether certain people are especially sensitive to exposures to RF fields, leading to unpleasant symptoms which affect 
their health, has been considered carefully in the AGNIR report. Many studies have now been carried out, reflecting the 
importance ascribed to understanding the condition and making appropriate help available to sufferers. AGNIR concludes 
there is increasing evidence that RF fields below guideline levels do not cause symptoms and cannot be detected by 
people, even those who consider themselves sensitive to RF fields. HPA agrees with AGNIR that this does not undermine 
the importance of the symptoms that are experienced, but it does suggest causes other than those directly related to RF 
fields should be considered. HPA published a review of the public health aspects of this condition in 2005 and this which 
included comments on the management of affected individuals and evaluation of treatment options [7].

In summary, HPA supports and appreciates this thorough review of the evidence prepared by AGNIR. It will be important to 
carry forward the research recommendations made by AGNIR, especially to gain understanding of longer term effects. HPA 
will continue to monitor carefully the emerging scientific evidence and will not hesitate to provide any necessary advice. 
HPA will undertake another comprehensive review of the scientific evidence and its advice when sufficient new evidence 
has accumulated.
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